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ASSOCIATION OF CARIBBEAN STATES (ACS) 

FIFTEENTH ORDINARY MEETING OF THE MINISTERIAL COUNCIL

Cartagena, Republic of Colombia, January 21-22, 2010

Agreement No. 12/10

AGREEMENT ADOPTING THE CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED IN THE REPORT OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE CARIBBEAN SEA COMMISSION
The Ministerial Council,

Cognizant of the Convention Establishing the Association of the Caribbean States, in particular, Article III (i) (b) and (c), Article III (ii) (d), (e) and (f) and Articles V and XV (a) and (f);

Mindful of the Summit Declaration by the Heads of State and Government particularly the Fourth Summit held in Panama City, Panama in which the Caribbean Sea Initiative was proposed as a permanent item on the work of the agenda of the Ministerial Council;

Considering Agreement No. 6/06 which established the Caribbean Sea Commission for the purpose of the implementation of the Caribbean Sea Initiative;

Conscious of the fact that the Caribbean Sea Commission, as part of its follow-up duty on the Caribbean Sea Initiative, has convened the 9th and 10th meetings of the Caribbean Sea Commission, and has hosted the Conference on the Institutionalisation of, and the International Cooperation by the Caribbean Sea Commission;

Bearing in mind the recommendations and conclusions arising from those meetings as contained in the attached report of the Chairman, the importance of these decisions to the further institutionalization of the Caribbean Sea Commission, and the need for the prompt implementation of these outcomes;

Also mindful of the United Nations General Assembly Resolution A/Res/61/197 entitled “Towards the sustainable development of the Caribbean Sea for present and future generations” and the duty placed upon the Association to report to the 65th regular session of the United Nations General Assembly on steps taken to implement the provisions of Resolution A/Res/61/197.

Agrees:

1. To Endorse the conclusions and recommendations contained in the attached report of the Chairman of the Caribbean Sea Commission on the work undertaken by the Commission and the activities that remain to be undertaken to fulfil the mandate set to us;

2. To support the convocation of the inaugural meetings of the Budget Committee, the Scientific and Technical and Governance, Public, Information and Outreach Sub-Commissions; 
3. To support the decision to host an Experts-level Seminar on the Caribbean Sea and to facilitate the preparations for this Seminar through an Advisory Committee established by the 10th meeting of the Caribbean Sea Commission;
4. To support the convening of meetings of the Caribbean Sea Commission, as necessary, and where possible to be facilitated via tele and video conference to consider the outcomes and recommendations of meetings of its Sub-commissions, the Budget Committee and the Expert-level Seminar, and to approve the report to be submitted to the 65th regular session of the United Nations General Assembly;
5. To urge Member States, Associates, Observers and Donor countries to continue to give their support to the ongoing activities of the Caribbean Sea Commission and in particular the successful undertaking of the Experts–level Seminar on the Caribbean Sea;

6. To convene a meeting of the Ministerial Council or its Inter-Sessional organ to endorse the report of the work of the Caribbean Sea Commission to reflect these activities to be undertaken after the 15th Ministerial Council towards the institutionalisation and international cooperation of the Caribbean Sea Commission for submission to the 65th regular session of the United Nations General Assembly. 
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